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of any intimacy between the headman and Fernando.
This closed the case for the prosecution.
The judge then addressed Babun in a speech,
which was interpreted to him. Babun should now
call any witnesses whom he might have. It was
for him to decide whether he would himself go into
the witness-box and give evidence. If he gave evi-
dence he would be liable to cross-examination by
Babehamfs proctor; if he did not, he (the judge)
might draw any conclusion from his refusal.
Babun did not really understand what this meant.
He did not reply.
"Well?" said the interpreter.
"I don't understand."
"Are you going to give evidence yourself?"
"As the judge hamadoru likes."
"Explain it to him properly/' said the judge.
"Now, look here. There is the evidence of the
Korala that he found the things in your house.
There is no evidence of his being a prejudiced wit-
ness. There is the evidence of Fernando that he
saw you leaving the complainant's hut at night.
You say that Fernando wants your wife, and that
the headman is in league with him against you.
At present there is no evidence of that at all. Ac-
cording to your story the things must have been
deliberately put into your house by complainant, or